THE IMJNiSJRY ©F PllBLie SEGU^Y OF: COSTA RIGA 
AND THE blNl?nE;Q^?rilKTJE& ^O^f^^.GUAJRI^' 

CONCERNI^ 
% Introduction 

Thie Ministry of Public #ecui% pf Costa Rica, and Jae ':Uri"ite:d/ S f tates Coast 
©yard,, hereinafter referred to as the "P^'rticlp.ant§ M '- In this lyiemorandurri pf 
O.nderstanding (MOU), .recognize the benefits enjoyed from previous close 
c^pletation v/itK fegatd lo? search, and rescue (SAR) operations iff th.e 'Pacjfib 
Ocean arid the Caribbean Sea, and' further' recognize that additional, benefits rriay 
be enjoyed from the cooperative arrangements detailed herein. 

The Participants, have been recognized by their respective governments as 
having, primary responsibility for coordinating and providing aeronautical and 
maritirne SAR services within their respective aeronautical, and maritime SAR 
regions within the oceanic environment. 

The Participants recognize- the great importance of cooperation in 
aeronautical and maritime SAR and in the provision of expeditious and effective 
SAR services to save lives and reduce suffering. The. Participants, also recognize 
the assumed responsibilities for SAR within the framework of the International 
Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, arid the International 
Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (JAM SAR manual). 

The Participants have reached the following understanding: 



2. Objectives and Scope 



This-, MOU establishes a framev#rfc^ Pa'rtieipht^lh 
•carrying, ©IMt actfvities: related; to iJ&l ^%i#;^\do#upi0 §iavironOTjsn% and sets 
outtheir Various res^Qhsibllitjes., 

The Pa"rtiGip;ahts should ensure, llq&e} ^oj^ftaljpn : #tth -thMh nespeepe; 
•aeVehau'tipal and rnar»ti»fne : SAR authofitips # fielfc, promote' -.eoftirffp'h, v anf 
' f ff esctive :S Alttery1ce>.. 

3. Responsibilities 

The Ministry of public. Security of ^0Sta :RiGa is responsible for maintenance 
;'ol's,afeiy Of life on . land and waters subject-to Costa Rican jurisdiction, and within 
' its maritime ;SAR, region under Rescue Coordination Center San Jose,, and, for 
aeronautical distress :cases, within the San Jose SAR subr-region (R'CC) under its 
.AirSj^qti<?n,R©setife Sub-Gfertter (RSO) coordinating through the Regional Resftfe, 
Cookdinatipn ;Gehte,r. Gehtral America. 

The. United S.tates.Goast Guard is responsible forthe maintenance oflifejand 
property at sea and on waters subject to United States' jurisdiction and within its 
.ajerohautical and maritime SAR regions under. its Rescue Coordination Centers, 

Either.partieipant, on receiving information of an incident where any person is 
in d i^tre'ss >wjth in . its respective SAR regions as designated- in the International 
Civil: Aviation Organization (ICAO) Regional Air Navigation Plan and the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO.) SAR Plan, is to take urgent measures 
to [provide the mqst.appropriate assistance regardless of the nationality or status 
©f such a person,, or the circumstances in which the person is found. 

SAR operations should normally be carried out in accordance with the 
relevant SAR manuals and recommendations of ICAO and IMO, including the 
IAMSAR Manual, taking into account nationally accepted SAR procedures. 



fjje $atti$pmfe -gre tpj make <eve^;eff©jt $0 retrieve; |ei:s0ns in, distress, 
piGvide to?" tlgjr- initial ^meijieai %i ottief in:eejds :an;d deliver them:!© a flace of 
safety; additionally,, when it does notinvolye excessive risk* or cost to ' the. units 
in^oly^^^^^ the: W^^p^^^^^ft^^io .res^e^Hevoraft that; • 

tfie"^|^"rt#;|^p|i|e"r ate'apdard 1 , • 

Tie ehsuce^at.S^ in \^i>^ffij^^^'^<^'Qi^ias^d 
raaane^,; ..R«#]cjpaots --should consult and cooperate with each , other? as 
necessity a,n^.^pj0."p|ltey lending nriutuaLassiis.ta^ alow- 
If prirft.ar| respansibjli^ fdr coordination of a SAR responseior operation cannot 
b&'immeiiaieif ascertained, the Rescue Coordination ©enters concerned should 
^OPs^ifWith faof Stherto resolve the responsibility.. 

Ro'rany SAR ^operation involving coordination between the PartieipantSi the 
Participants, through appropriate consultation, intend to decide in each eia.se 
which. Partieipantiis to act as SAR Mission Coordinator. 

SAR ^facilities? of either Participant may conduct SAR operations within the 
SAR region 'of "the Other Participant with coordination carried out by each 
Participant's Rescue Coordination Center. 

Entry of SAR units of, one Party onto or Over the territory of the.- country of the 
o'theP Participant for the purpose of conducting SAR operations should, to the 
best of each Participant's ability, be, expeditiously arranged via the appropriate 

Rescue Cpordiriitipn- Centers. 

In accordance with customary international law, solely for the purpose of 
rendering emergency rescue- assistance to persons, vessels or aircraft in danger 
or distress, when location is reasonably well known, SAR facilities of a 



Particijaartt. may TrnRaediately- eetep ojrfto ,or #"er tft^t^ixitQpy of the : other 
Raftijjrian!, WP ftQtifi^tj#na©f suc|^nti^ made, as :soon as^praetieable.: 

%, facilitate the ^o^lHifg'fioo' keterk@r-i& in tlais- section, ttlfe Participants) 
tOrtHe beltipf^tii&irib'iJit^, k^l^^^i|fr^]Jy.;aM#Srnp% informed of 
all relevant: Sfetf derations. The- Paftfefpants should, develop appropriate 
procedures, in accordance with' thja; fe : M^% Manual to: provide for tie roost 
effective and efficient means o.fcomrniuni.eatib"n.. 

In the iPaeificrtfte maritirrie :SAR regions; of Costa Rica and the United States 
areseparated geographically by a continuous line as per the following- 



$®m N 89-14" W 

09-2-7' N 90-00'' W 

.01-28; - 54" N 90-00' w. 

01.-28' - 54" N 84-48' W 



In the Caribbean Sea, the maritime SAR regions of Costa Rica and the United 
Statesrare not contiguous. 

The aeronautical SAR regions of Costa Rica and the United States are not 

coh.^udus-. 

The establishment of SAR regions is intended only to effect an understanding 
concerning the regions withirt which a Participant accepts primary responsibility 
for coordinating SAR operations. 

The delimitation of SAR regions is not related to and does not prejudice the 
maritime boundaries between countries. 



:#U ;i^c^b^sN»iMjihatif>n^eiiieis-j[R^G){ 

TKije primary operational: points, of conk,#; uWde,r this: Memorandum of 
|l.i|d8f^'tidl|rgyaM^ iriter,r(att©pgiry ;ce^^ri]z^d Respite 6o.0^in^.tidri Renters-. •• 
of th e Rartfci'paiife. 

United .S.tates : : .Pacific ;O.^^-^Q6.^l4f^9;!0'a^b^pn-J^a:' R.CG.Mianii. 

: .o^o,sta Rica: For maijifirrie SAR :§ai» ; iil9p>^r-a€r^hf e^l-^M 

qasesj SgOiSara Jp^ : ;brltb.e Regi©nial .^RiC.C. T%£tnJ^£ri& r as appropriate, 

T?jf§ f$$%\ffin% ; ta the best of tfreir ability, are to • provide aHy ihfd|r^|rtjgh 
vyblcH; rtilgftt be useful, in order to expedite-and . improve coordination, 

;ldfn1;ifi,OalQh ,of these Operational points of cpritaet, as referred: to- .jh 
paragraph .5.1 is not intended to- preclude appropriate direct coordination 
betyydfen, "any SAR facility or other Organizational elements of the Participants, 
e^pfeoially when tthje. is of the essence in the saving of lives, at sea. 

Any transfer of SAR Mission Coordination responsibilities between, the 
Rescue; Coordination Centers should be conducted by consultation between 
Rescue Cdordination Centers, 

6. Cooperation 

The subordinate, elements of the Participants may provide for further 
coordination and cooperation by the establishment of appropriate operational 
arrangements and procedures consistent with this Memorandum of 

Understanding. 



In; addition tp^tHat relate spgeifie" -S^R; ; eas'e/s^ Participants? should' 
exchange fnf©ofiati©.n -§#"' ma| s^;fy'e: to :impi?py|. 't&el ieffc$M£0M. M' 
tytfNfcfa -^|l^^a^^iVi9^Si^, but-ne'f'be limifed^to: 

a), §0ttfeunic^%fri^fe|jls;- 
bf, informal^ 

c) descriptions .©^available aiFfieldsi 

t), ^0Q^N&^#^Wa^^" d ^ facilities^ and' 
e) irifoTO^ p;er?0;hfiel. 

The, .Rjafph^p^nl^-'WjiicicI 1p endeavor to promote; mDtoai-SAR :Pp.dp:eratiQh ; ; 
by^giwini.due.-icoRSiGleratioh tooollaboration including, but ■not. limited 'tq: 

a) ' arranging exchange visits between SAR personnel; 

b) carrying outpoint S f A'R exercises and training; 

g) using'ship reporting systems for SAR purposes; 

d) sharing information systems, SAR procedures, techniques, equipment 
and facilities; 

e) providing: services in support Of SAR operations; 

f) coordinating national positions on international SAR issues of mutual 
interest; 

g) supporting and conducting joint research and development initiatives 
aimed at reducing search time-, improving rescue effectiveness, and 
minimizing risk to SAR personnel; and 

h) conducting regular communications checks and exercises, including 
the use of alternative mean's of communications that would be used to 
handle oommunicaticn overloads during major SAR operations. 



7. Finances 



Unless $ft$r$i'se. ^pjggtftitt fe^'thg Ea^iGipahts;, q$&t% P'articlpjant is tc| 
itiitid its. -miM. . expenses, -.fag '-ktf&iMgm ^gerttaent to: this;: l^em.oiandum of 
U.pdSrstan^Jh'i:.. 

the a^jiability' otSAR pe^QRh^H Wcilitie.s aWd funding. 

JSA-R-sfryjceS provided b|>||@ .Bajfti^ danger or distress 

'.arg to be ^tMMtisyb'sfeq^nl^.st- recovery ^orri the persgh(s) assisted . 

iftppjic^tjon of this Wem 

tn^fs/ i^j^p^Wpijd^iTf of Uh;dg"istaTrdif)'g is :tfpjt iqtehded Xo. oVeatei binding 
obligations: iindej, international law. 

I^Othirig .in this Memorandum of Understanding is intended to ; affect in any- 
way fighfe and duties, based on international agreements or other memoranda of 
understanding pertaining to the Participants or their respective governments. 

No provision of this Memorandum of Understanding should be, construed as 
ah. obstruction To" prompt and effective, action by any Participant to relieve distress 
whehever and wherever found. 

•■Any/'di.!0"trt£ tegardifrg the interpretation or implantation of this Memorandum 
of; Understanding) or any of its -subordinate, memoranda of understanding, is to be 
resolved by consultation between the Participants and is not to be referred to an 
international; body or third party for .settlement. 



9; Amendment 



■"Tfcjsf. M.eniQfaijdiarn If Understanding may |te Mldjfied. M ft® ^pfteh 
itO. Duration, withdrawal and discontinuation 

©:opp#ratidn :andje^tfti§--^iTft^raFrd^ftj df Undemanding may 'commence asjpf 
trje date of signature: arid may 'continue^hdefiniteiy:; 

;Stjjien Partieipaht may withdraw from this Memorandum of yadefBtandin§,.by, 
giving nol;TessVthan sik((6) ''months notice in writing; to thf other PaftiOipant, 

Cooperation under this Memorandum of Understanding may be discontinued 
'V^|| v :j]b,e. ^'latUjal written consent of the' Participants or b s y any superseding 
arriarigement;. 

W§ .Pa'ttjcipants .intend to consult regarding any SAR operations or' other 
cooperation in progress at the time such discontinuation would take effect. 




